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Director of The United States Patent and Trademark Office 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 



RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



Sir: 



This is in response to the Restriction Requirement dated December 2, 2003 , for 
which Response is being submitted before the due date of January 2, 2004 . 
Restriction was made with respect to the following inventions: 

I. Claims 1-28, drawn to a method for separating isotopes of an 

element, classified in class 204, subclass 157.2. 
n. Claims 29-39, drawn to a method for separating chemical species, 

classified in class 204, subclass 164. 
III. Claims 40-45, drawn to a method of modifying the ionic 
characteristics of a plasma, classified in class 250, subclass 282. 



IV. Claim 46, drawn to a method for vaporizing aggregates in an 
ablation plume, classified in class 204, subclass 1 64. 
Applicants provisionally elect Group I, Cairns 1-28. given that the reply to the 
requirement to be complete must include an election of the invention to be examined 
even though the requirement be traversed. 

Applicants elect with traverse on the basis that the invention of Groups I, II and IV, 
being in the same class and wNhin the closely classified subclasses, does not pose an 
undue burden for examination on the Examiner. Applicants respectfully submit that 
even as to patentably distinct inventions defined in Groups I, II and IV, the policy of the 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to not require restriction except for certain 
compelling reasons. Such compelling reasons are each directed to: separate 
classification; separate status in the art; and different field of search. 

However, it has long been recognized that as to the field o. search, the Office 
encourages reasonableness so as to no. unduly burden applicants. Thus, only where "it 
is necessary to search for one of the distinct subjects in places where no pertinent art to 
me other subiect exists, a different field of search is shown...." (Chfeum, Vol. 4, part 
12.02 et seq.). However, in the present situation, pertinent art to the subject matter of 
Groups I, n and IV within class 204 and subclasses 157.2 and 164 can reasonably be 
expected to show art in one subclass likely being relevant to each of the aforesaid 
Groups I, II and IV. 

Therefore, although the inventions of the aforesaid groups are considered 
patentably distinct from one another, due to the field of search being closely related and 
having a high probability of over lapping, undue burden is not placed on the Examiner 
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and efficiency is sensed by examination of aforesaid Groups ., U and .V togefher, ali 
classified in class 204, subclass 157.2 and 164. 

By Ibis present submission, Applicants make no admission as to .he correctness of 
,ne requirement and .his submission is being made to further prosecution 10 allowable 
subject matter. 

If the Examiner balieves that personal communication will expedite prosecution of 
this application, the Examiner is invited to telephone the undesigned a, (248) 641 -1600. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: 



Harness, Dickey & Pierce, P.L.C. 
P.O. Box 828 

Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48303 
(248) 641-1600 



By: 




Linda M. Deschere 
Reg. No.34,81 1 
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